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ron the inlormnnt as to a definite bsde number, and the 



amount and the date. 

Coouer: llov; would you test, this kind of thing? . / 

^ ■ / 

A. It is going to be very difficult for us to be able to establish the 
fact in it. I am confident that the FBI would never admit it, Ind I resume^ 
their records will never show it, or if their records do show anything, I 
would think their records would show some kind of a number that could be 
assigned to a dozen different people according to how they wanted to describe 
them. So that it seemed to me if it truly happened, he did use postal boxes, 
practically every place that he went, and that would he an ideal way to get 
money to anyone that you wanted as] an undercover agent, or anybody else that' - 
you wanted to do business that way] with v/ithout having any particular trans- 



action. 



Ford: There might he people who would see what was going on with that 

particular box, because the postal authorities do watch, they have means of 
watching in many places that no one could see. They can watch the clerks as 
to what they are doing in these boxes, and they can watch the individuals that y 
are going in and out. They do that only when they liave an occasiorv to be i ^ 

suspicious, but they might, in watching for somebody particularly, they 

I 

might also see other things that they just have to note. That is a possibility., 

i 

Dulles: Wliat was the ostensible mission? I. mean when they hire somebody 



they hire somebody for a purpose. It is either. 



Was it to penetrate th§ 



Fair Play for Cuba Committee? That is the only thing I can think, of where 
they might have used this man. It would be quite ordinary for me because 
they are very careful about the agents they use.- You wouldn't pick up a 
fellow like this, to do an agent’s, job. You have got to watch out for your 
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agents. You have really got to kno’.;. Gk'rr.atir.as you nake a ■ i.tL.' .e. 

■ Ford: He was playing ball, writing letters to both the clcr'cnts of 

I the Conlinunist parties. 1 Eean he was playing ball with the Trotskyites 
and with the others. This was a strange circumstance to me. 

Dulles: But the FBI get people right inside you know. They don t need 
a person like this on the outside. The only place where he did any at all 

was with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 

' ■ Boggs: Of course it is conceivable that he may have been brought back 

from Russia you know. . 

:j. A:-., I^he was in the employ from 1962, September 1962, up to the time .. , 

[y of .the assasination,. it had to start over in Russia, dWn t it, because . _ 

<i'idn't he get back in February? IJhen did he get back here from Russia?. 

A: I think it was February; February of this year. . • 

Q: Of '62. Was it of '62? 

A: Oh yes, that is right, it was '62. . . ■ 

Dulles: They have no facilities, they haven't any people in Russia. 

■ They may have some people in Russia but they haven't any organizations of 

j ■ y • 

their own in Russia. 

A:. Yes. 

Dulles: They might have their agents there. They have some people, 
sometimes American Communists who go to Russia under their guidance and 

so forth and so on under their control.' 

; ■ Cooper: Of course there are rumors all around Dallas, of course the 

FBI is acquanited with rumors too. 

. A: One of the strange things that happened, and it may have no bearing 

- on this at all,. is the fact that this man who is a defector, and who was _ ^ 

' ; under observation at least by the FBI,^they. say they' saw him^ frequently,' could 







Lhe Iimnisratioa Office in New Orleans one day and coine out ill 
next day with a passport that permitted him to go to Russia. From lay obser- 
vations of the case that have cope to us, such passports ard not passed out 
with that ease. . ^ - 

Dulles: Mr., I think you are wrong on that. • ^ 

A: 1 could be. 

Dulles. Because the passports are issued valid for anywhere except 
■specified countries. Thefe is a stamp as I recall that says not good for 
Communist China, North Vietnam; and so forth. ' For a long time, they had on 
the stamp not good for Hungary.. But any American,' ■practically any American, 
can get a passport that is good for anywhere. Ah American can travel and 
Russia is one of the countries that you can now travel to, ' 

A: Well, maybe you can. ■* 

Dulles: You can get them quick. 

A: 1 think our General Counsel and I both have some experience in cases 

that have come before our Court which. would indicate that that isn't exactly 
the fact. . - • 

Dulles: I think in the State Department. . . ^ 

A. They have great difficulty, some of them, in getting a passport to 
go to Russia!. 

• Boggs: Particularly for someone who has any Communist .' . . . 

A: Oh, yes. ' 

Dulles: Is there any evidence the State Department has ' that record in 
the files? I don' t think that record has ever turned up 

Cooper: They admitted there" wasn' t any. 

A: What record, that he was a defector? 
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/ Dulles: Vos, 1 don't think the Stti_c Dc:p;’.t tr.'.cnt or in the Passport 

Bureau, there was no record. It didn't get do^m to the Passport offices. 

. ■ f 

That is. one of the things ve ought to look into. 

A: The State Department knew he was a defector. They arranged for hom 
to come back. • • 

Dulles: But it don't get passport files or the passport records. 

■ They are issuing hundreds and thousands of passports. They have their own 
particular system. . . _ , . ' 

■■ ■ • A: Yes. ' ■ ' 

Dulles: They don't run around from time a man comes in.”' ’ If they don't. 

‘ find any clue, and they don' t, according or our record here they don't, find; . 
any warning clue in his file — they should have a warning clue in his file 
but as I recall they don't. ' • 

Cooper: That is what they admitted, that they had not supplied the 

warning. 

Dulles: And the Passport Office don't on its ovaa ussually go around 

and inquire. They wait until it is assigned there. Then they follow^it up. 

Cooper: This may be off the point a bit, but as I re-read the report, 

the chronology of the FBI checks on Osv:ald, they knew that he had gone to 
Texas. They learned from Mrs. Payne: they knew where Mrs. Oswalk. was living. 
They talked with her. They knew where he was working. 

.. . ■ Boggs: Sure. That is all in the file. 

Cooper: I know. that. I say they knew where he v;as working. 

' ■ ■ Boggs: I an sure you went over that material that we received a few • 

■ days ago.. You w’ill find the report from the FBI dated back last summer',: ' 
and months, before that and then months after that, why some agent would,:.'; . 

'.make a report on it. ' . 
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Cooper: Sun;.* 

A. I think it vas in October. 

Raivkin: They had a report on 

» 

when he was in prison. / • 

'Boggs: In New 0rll:ans7 



/ 

! 

/ 

many,/ they had an agent go and see him 

/ 

I 



A: In New Orleans. 

Q: Right. 

A. And he lied to them before the police. He said his wife was a Texas 
girl, and he married her in Texas,' and a whole string of stuff, and in Dallas 
they had a report prior to that that was definitely contrary to it.- 

. ' j ' • • • " 

■ - Boggs: The fellow Butler,‘'who works for the profit organizations that 



Dr. Oxnard heads to disseminate and tie Communist propaganda to Latin Amer- 
ica, is the one who confronted him on the streets in New Orleans. I know 
Butler. He is a -very fine young man. It was, . . . Butler says that this was 
the first time that they established that he had been in Russia and that he 
had defected at one time and then returned. You have that undoubtedly in your 
files, that film, that tape that was made and borrowed in New Orleans? 

A. Yes.. ^ 

Boggs: Of course on that tape — I listened to that tape -7 he gives 

the normal Communist line, reaction to everything. 

A: That is right. 

Q: The same old stereotyped answer? 

A: Yes. 

Cooper: llov.' do you propose to meet this situation? • - 

Boggs: This is a serious thing. 



HORE 




